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This report represents some personal impressions and experiences of a young colleague from OR and 
optimization theory, Dominik Dorsch, from his first attendance of an IFORS conference, with some 
additions and assistance by his friend and older colleague, Gerhard-Wilhelm Weber. Especially, the 
report does not aim at any kind of completeness.  
 
From 10-15 July 2011 a large section of the worlds’ OR community gathered together in Melbourne, 
Australia, where the 19th Triennial Conference of the International Federation of Operational Research 
Societies (IFORS 2011) was held for the first time in Australia (http://www.ifors2011.org/). 
 
The venue of this event was the new Melbourne Exhibition Centre, which was just completed in 2009. 
It offers all the capacities and facilities that are necessary for a major conference like our IFORS 2011. 
The modern and functional design of the exhibition centre and its extensive and universal equipment 
and infrastructure very much supported the conference and guaranteed that it went smoothly. 
 
The hospitality of both, the Organizing Committee, and the local people provided a pleasant 
atmosphere among all participants. Despite of large number of participants it was still possible to get 
into contact with each other very easily and informally. This already started at the Welcome Reception, 
where the guests were “welcome” by a “delegation” of four typical Australian animals: A group of a 
crocodile, a dingo, a koala and, of course, a kangaroo. This was really an unconventional and very 
Australian way to say “hello” to the many international guests from all over the world. 
 
The official part of the conference started on Monday morning. The local organizing committee’s chair 
Prof. Dr. Patrick Tobin greeted the participants with a typical “G’day” and a welcome speech. 
Moreover, a very diverting and elaborated speech containing lots of wise proverbs by IFORS President 
Prof. Dr. Dominique de Werra as well as an aboriginal music performance on the didgeridoo were part 
of the Opening Ceremony. The first plenary talk was given by Prof. Dr. Sir James Mirrlees who spoke 
on “Optimum Choice Sets: How Tightly Should We Regulate?”. His talk was followed by an interesting 
discussion. 
 
During the following week the scientific program was further enriched by two distinguished and 
differentiated plenary talks given by Dr. Brenda Dietrich (“Operations Research for a Smarter 
Planet”) and Professor Daniel Ralph (“Risk Trading and Capacity Expansion in Energy Markets”). 
The Programme Committee, chaired by Prof. Dr. Janny Leung, succeeded to arrange an impressive 
scientific program of 59 invited streams of sessions with approximately 1200 presentations in total. The 
many talks provided the possibility for researchers from many different fields to exchange ideas and 
get insights in the vast variety of OR applications. Beside the theme based, more general OR streams, 
there was also a special stream called “Development Prize” that was devoted to presentations of 
researchers who applied for the “IFORS Prize for OR in Development”. Furthermore, a special session 
was reserved and celebrated to the memory of Prof. Dr. Alexander Rubionov. 
 
Of course, also the non-scientific program has to be mentioned here. In the middle of the conference – 



on Wednesday, the participants had the possibility to explore the country on one of the offered tours: to 
Sovereign Hill & Ballarat Wildlife Park or to Healesville Sanctuary. Apart from that the free day was a 
great chance to get to know the city of Melbourne. Fortunately, the weather was mostly good at that 
day! As always the conference dinner which took place Thursday night, in this year: in the Conference 
Centre; indeed, this became another highlight! The participants spent a good time enjoying delicious 
food and each other’s company. Beside the award of the “IFORS Prize for OR in Development”, 
another entertaining speech of IFORS President Dominique de Werra was element of the official part 
of that lovely evening. 
 
From a personal point of view, IFORS 2011 was such an enriching experience. It has also been a 
pleasure to get into contact with a lot of very interesting people and also to make some new friends 
whom we hope to see again at future OR conferences. We enjoyed our stay in Melbourne and we would 
certainly be happy to come back to Australia some day. 
 
Altogether, one can say that it was a good first time for the IFORS, in beautiful and hospitable 
Australia. 
 
As Willi  already said during the closing ceremony: Hope to see you all at EURO 2012 in Vilnius in 
2012 (http://www.euro-2012.lt/) ... 
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Impressions from the conference dinner 



 
Vivid conversations during the coffee breaks 
 
 

 
The beautiful Plenary Hall of the Convention Centre 



 
Traditional aborignial music presentation during the opening session 
 
 

 
Professor Dominique de Werra and Professor Sir James Mirrlees after the first plenary talk 


